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profits.1 Surely, said Gide, in this he foresaw the distribu-
tive co-operative movement. It is true that Fourier allotted
only a subordinate place in his system to the Community
Store, for "in his opinion it was merely a transitional
method, a step on the way to the final realisation of the
Phalanstery, to the system of harmony, to the complete
community."2 Meanwhile, an association which would
be joined spontaneously by all persons in the district (so
obvious would be its manifold advantages) was to render
very great services even though it would not lead its
members to renounce individualism and form" "collec-
tive households" in which, for economy, all produc-
tion and consumption would take place in common—
once again the idea of self-contained Communist settle-
ments. Thus, as a makeshift until such time as the
Phalanstery was established, Fourier did foresee and
advocate the formation of real consumers' co-operative
societies,
Like all that comes from the pen of Gide, this argu-
ment is most attractive; yet we are not convinced. Fourier,
we note, prescribed for the Community Store the same
distribution of social profit as for the Phalanstery: five-
twelfths to labour, four-twelfths to capital and three-
twelfths to the services of the manager. This distribution
of the profits, though still interesting and meeting
certain very just desiderata, has nothing whatever in
common with the principle of a dividend on purchases
which is the kernel of cooperative practice. This fact
alone, in our opinion, is sufficient to destroy any real
analogy between the Community Store and our co-
operative societies. Unless we are to deny the most
characteristic features of the latter, we cannot give the
name of distributive co-operative society to an association
which devotes seven-twelfths of its profit to capital and
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